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Communications. 
Controversial. — 


TIMOTHEUS. 
(Continued.) * 


Since I began this paper, 1 have seen your Address, 
delivered before a new society, established tor the exten- 
sion of what you call gospel truth ; and I could not but 
smile to see how you have rua into the same error that 
you so severely condemn in some of the Calvinistic 
clergy. If God has pre-ordained the happiuess of aii, 








as you say, or the happiness of a part, and the misery | 


of the rest, as they say, What motive can there possi- 
bly be for man to make any exertion? Can he change 
the decrees of God? Can he produce any effect, by en- 
deavouring to oppose or assist them ? 
tinarians, with all their money and exertions, compel 
or = him to make any alterations in his decrees, 
ere 

iy intended ; or to please them, perhaps make a few 
exchanges 2 Would not the very circumstance of his es- 
tablishing his decrees long betore the creation of this 
world, prove that they were designed to be above the 
reach of man, and that God neither wished nor intended 
to receive any of their prayers, assistance, advice, direc- 
tion, or control? You very justly ridicule them for 
their folly and inconsistency. But let me ask you, are 
vou not in some respects equally inconsistent, though 
perhaps less malignant and uncharitable ? If God has 
determined upon the salvation of all, what more can 
vou possibly desire? Do you wish him to save more 
than all ? Have you not abundant reason to be satisfied ? 
And besides, you say man can do nothing, and God has 
already done every thing that is necessary to be done ; 
and if man endeavours to work righteousness, it is noth- 
ing but filthy rags, and must be rejected. And here 
permit me to ask you why you ca!l on your brethren to 
inite in spreading What you believe to be the truth ¢ 
What good can itdo? ‘Those who believe it not, are on 
as safe ground as those who do. You cannot save one 


soul by your exertions, for the salvation of all, you | continues: “ And besides, you say man can do nothing, 
know, was deterinined upon long before your piece of | and God has already done every thing that is necessary 


neachinery came into existence. You say, “ united we 
stand, divided we fall.” Fall! Mr. Editor, where can 
you fall? Certainly no where but into heaven: and 
where else could you possibly wish to go? That is the 


place, you know, where good and evil, saints and sin- 


ners, all must meet. There, those who have repented 
of their sins, and those who have not; those who love 
the Lord, and those who do not ; those who worship 
the Lord, and those who worsbip the devil; the good 
and the bad, the righteous and the wicked, the sheep 
and the goats, all, all sit down together in that blessed 
land of real liberty and equality ; that blessed land, 
where righteousness and wickedness, good and evil, 
godliness and deviltry are all ona par. In Matt. viii. 
11. it is said, many shall come from the east and the 
west, and sit down in the kingdom of heaven with 
.lbcaham, Isaac and Jacob : but it your doctrine is true, 
it ought to be added, with Judas, Nero, and the Devil.— 
A heterogeneous mixture indeed, but never mind that, 
since they are all so happy. 

if a man, by vice and crimes, has made himself mise- 
rable and wretched here, he has nothing to do but com 
init murder, be hanged, and go to heaven. Indeed mur- 
der would become a virtue, becaus- it would terminate 
the misery of its victims, and initiate them immediately 
into everlasting blessedness. In fact, it would appear, 
upon this principle, as if those whom we call the most 
vile and criminal, were the peculiar favourites of hea- 
ven. For it seems to be the order of providence, co- 
operating with the laws of man, that soon after the 
commission of their crimes they should be removed fron. 
this world of sorrow and trouble, to enjoy never-ending 
felicity above the skies. There they may unceasingly 


rejoice with all their kindred spirits, and forever unite 
in chanting forth praises, that they were entitled, by 
their crimes, through the medium of the gallows, to 
find the shortest cut to heaven; while the moralizing 
and repenting Christian is left to draw out a long, and 
perhaps miserable life in this unsatisfying aad imperfect 
mode of existence. Here you have much the advan- 


Can the Predes- | 


consign more to hell or to heaven than he original- | 





certain of his own election, before he will or can give 
| a full assent to the doctrine, yet be cannot arrive at that 
| desirable certainty respecting the gentry above-men- 
| tioned. He does not know but by hurrying them out 
| of this world he may precipitate them into endless mis- 
ery ; for he has no infallible rule to determine whether 
they belong to the elect or not. I shall now make a 
few more remarks on the subject ot tree agency, aud 
draw to a conclusion. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


REMARKS. 
Timotheus in his sixth paragraph asks, “Jf God has | 
| pre-ordained the happiness of all, as you say, &c. what 
motive can there possibly be, for man to make any ex- | 
ertion? Can he change the decr@es of God? Can he) 
produce any effect, by endeavouring to oppose or assis 
them?” We aaswer, no! Timotheus continues—* It 
God has determined upon the salvation of all, what more 
can you possibly desire?” Ans. We desire nd more ! 
What follows ? Now, admit that God has not “ deter- 
| mined upon the salvation of al/?” “What more can | 
| you possibly desire?” Do you wish to have more saved | 
than God has determined fo save? Ordo you believe | 
God never determined to save any ? Can you “ advise, 
assist, direct, and control” God ? Had God any design 
atall? If so, what is it? Will it be accowplished ? 
These are questions we insist upon your answering, if, 
as appears to be your present plan, you are determined 
to let human reason settle the question. For ourselves, 
we believe that God has a will, purpose, or counsel ; 
and that “his counsel shall stand, and he will do ail his 
pleasure.” Can you prove to the contrary ? We believe 
in “the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure, which he bath purposed in himself ; that in the 
| dispensation of the fulness of times, he might gather to- 
| gether into one all things in Christ, both which are in 
; heaven, and which are on earth, in him.” Do you be- 
| lieve God will do as “ he bas purposed ?” Or will you 
deny that God ever ‘ purposed’ to do this? Timotheus 
| asks, “ Have you not abundant reason to be satisfied ?” 
| We answer, Yes! Is there any expression in the Ad- 
| dress, denoting dissatisfaction on our part, of God? He 











\to be done.” Very true ; and will you presume to say 
| God has not done every thing that is necessary to be 
jdone? Ifso, do you think man will finish what God 
|has left undone? The Seriptures declare, of Christ, 
“ Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins of 
}the world. Behold, l make all things new!" Will this 
| be left unfinished by God ? and can, or will man finish 
}it? Vimotheus continues: “ And if man endeavours 
}to work righteousness, it is nothing but filthy rags, and 
must be rejected.” We mast give him the credit of | 
producing this gratuitously, and accommodating us with 
it! Now we believe agreeably to the Scriptures, that our 
works are acceptable to God, im proportion as they are 
profitable unto man. God wants none of our help—and 
whenever any man produces his works of righteousness, | 
las a ground of his acceptance with his Maker, to pay 
|for endless happiness, they will most assuredly be re- 
| jected as “ filthy rags.” And filthy they are, when put in 
' competition with the righteousness of God in Clivist. 
‘Timotheus again interrogates, “ And here perinit me 





to ask you, why you call on your brethren to unite in 
spreading what you believe to be the truth ? What good | 
can itdo? Those who believe it not, are on as safe 
ground as those who do. You éanndt seve one soul by 
your exertions; for the salvation 6f all, you know, was | 
determined upon long before your piece of mathinery 
came into existence.” ‘To this we answer: First, Be 
cause it is the truth! Second, It will do good to thos: 
who believe it, for it will give thein peace in believ- 
ing; agreeably to the apostle, “ We who have believed 
do enter into rest.” Third, if those who do not believe 
it are on as safe ground as those who do, they do not 
know it, aud suffer as much in their apprehension, as 
though they were in imminent danger! Now, we, know- 
ing their safely, and pitying their apprehension, wish to 
relieve them ‘Therefore, we tell them “ the trut!i—the 
gospel of their salvation.” Fourth, We are sensilie we 
cannot save our souls; and we likewise know that no 
other of the human race can: God alone can save, and 
bas saved; and we wish to convince our brethren, all 








| so happy.” 


cording tu our doctrine, the devil will be desiroyedgnot 20 
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tage of the Calvinists, for although each one of them is | men, of this truth, and induce them to trust in God, and 


not man ! 

Fiith—We know, and we tell Timotheus, that he can 
not disprove it, that God determined to save all, even 
before our “ piece of machinery came into existence.” 
Aud we farther tell him, that it this were not the case, 
except God were a changeable Being, be never would 
be saved, but would be destroyed, with all the machines 
that ever did come into existence . 

Timotheus continues, “ You say, United we stand, 
divided we fall; tall! Mr. Editor, where can you fall ?” 
We answer, into mischicf! into the “ broken cislerns," 
Which the Arminiaus are continually “ hewing out,” 
and placing in our way, that we may stumble. 

Timotheus remarks, “ Certainly no where but into 
heaven. And where else could you possibly wish to 
go?” Do the Scriptures represent men as tumbliag in- 
to heaven? Are rising and falling synonymous terms ? 
Timotheus is disposed to be pleasant. He had a reason 
for this. He has tried other means, and failed ; and 
now would obtain by dint of humour, what he ineffec- 
tually attempted to gain by argument and the Serip- 
tures. Now the Scriptures represent men to be in 
danger, from the deceitfulness of sin, of falling from 
the truth; and giving heed to “ cunningly devised fa- 
bles.” And we know ot none more “ cunningly devi- 
sed” than the Arminian, which attempts te reconcile 
man to a disposition to question the merciful goodness 
of his heavenly Father, and undervalue the atonement 
of Christ, by flattering his vanity with tales of his own 
gooduess, and the wonderful things he can do; which 
will exalt him so far above the heads of his wicked 
neighbours, that he shall be crowned for a suint, while 
they are condemned as devils ! 

Timotheus remarks, (of heaven) “ That is the place, 
you know, where good and evil, saints and sinners, all 
must meet.” If we know this now, it is more than we 
knew before. We think Timotheus is, in his opinion, 
if he has any opinion the frait of sober reflection, con 
demned for this indirect and unjust accusation! Let 
him produce from the Address, or the columns of this 
paper, (his own productions excepted.) a declaration to 
this effect. He must achnowledge himself to de a sin 
ner, and evil! Does he expect to go to heaven in bi: 
sins ? If so, we tell him he is mistaken. And if he eve: 
arrives at heaven divested of /is sins, he will be indebt 
€ 1 to Christ afone, for taking them away! He can now 
solve the dithiculty tor himself, and tor others ; even for 
us, Whom he would insidiously represent as advocating 
such abominable principles 

He continues, “ Then those who have repented oj 
their sins, and those who have not ; those who love thy 
Lord, and those who do not ; those who worship the 
Lord, and those who worship the d-vil; the good aud 
the bad, the righteous and the rwirted, the sheep and the 
goats, all, all sit down together in that land of real lib 
erty and equality.” The reader will please to nofice, 
that ‘Timotheus has the exclusive /onvour of these, appa- 
rently to him, precious sentimeats. lie has not produ- 
ced any evidence to prove that any believer in the 
universal goodness of our heavealy Father, ever uttered 
them, And it appears, that he has not been able to mus 
ter courage sufficient to charge them to any person 
whatever. Consequently, the reader is left to conjec- 
ture, whether his motive is not, first, to broach his own 
sentiments, and afterwards, if he pleases, to confes 
them ! 

Timotheus continues, “ In Matt. viii. 11. it is said 
Many shall come from the east and the west, and s!! 


| down in tie kingdom of heaven with Abraham, Isan 
j and Jacob, but it your doctrine is (rue, it ought to be ‘add 


ed, with Judas, Nero, and the devil A heterogeneou 
mixture indeed ; but never mind that, since they are all 
We inform Timotheus, that in Matt. v. 11 
it is suid, “ Blessed are ye when men shall revile you, 
and persecute you, (God in his good providence PY 
tects us from persecution, in a very great measure, by 
the arm of the secular power,) and shall say all manner 
ot evil against you falsely for iy suke.'* See Jude lov 
“ These are murmurers, coipluiners, walking alter 
their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swell- 
ing words, having men’s persous in adiniration, because 
ot advantage.” If Timotheus has “ read with attention 
our remarks,” as he says le has, he has read, that ac- 


* 2 ent ’ wit 7 iid , . 
¢ ‘ 7, puts 
The reader is requested to turn to Number 17, page 6 
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o heaven’ And that our doctrine teaches, that the; 
* righteousness of Ged by faith of Jesus Christ, is unto | 
all, and upon all them that believe, for there is no dif- | 
ference, for all have sinned, and come short of the glory | 
of God,” Rom. iii. That the righteousness of God, which | 
would make him holy, gud fit tor heaven, would fit| 
Nero! For “he that offends in one point, is guilty of | 
all!” And if be has read bis Bible ‘ attentively,’ he | 
must have read, that “ Christ ascended up on high, lead- | 
ing captivity captive, and obtaining g/ts tor men, even | 
for the rebellious, that God the Lord might dwell with 

them.” Again, that “ God will put his iaws into their | 
minds, and write them in their hearis; and will be to | 
them a God, and they shall be to him a people, & j 
For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and | 
their sins and their iniquities will | remeuber no more.’ 


This is our doctrine, and Timotheus knows it to be such. | great danger of seeking salvation by the gallows, or the | 


According to this, our doctrine, Nero, or the worst | 


inan who ever lived, or shall live, will be far more /i 


for heaven, washed with the Redeemer’s blood, and | 
clothed in the righteousness of Ged, than ‘Timotheus 
would be, if, in addition to all his own righteousness, he 
bad a tee simple in all the * filthy rags” of all the phar- 
isees who ever existed!!! We pity the man, who can 
come forward and expose, withoat blushing, his own 
depravity, in the glaring manner Timotheus has done 

We advise him, for the future, unless be can produce 


something better than raving and railing, to remain si- | 


lent. For we assure him, that bis reputation for candour 
of construction, and ability in argument, will suffer mach 
more than our ductrine by his impotent attempts to de- 
stroy it. When he learus the difference between calling 
hard names, and justifying by evidence his application 
of them, he may stand some chance of doing a little 
better 

But Timotheus continues, “If a man by vice and 
crimes has made himself miseraile and wretched here, 
he has nothing to do but commit murder, be hanged, 
and go to heaven. Indeed, murder would become a 
virtue, because it would terminate the misery of its vic- 
tims, and initiate them immediately into everlasting 
blessedness.” Let us examine this way of making vir- 
tue! Timotheus has a child suffering pain and sickness ; 
he believes all young children go “ immediately to hea- 
ven," &c. Now if Limotheus should murder his child, 


“ indeed murder would become a virtue, because it 
would terminate the misery of its victim, and initiate it 
immediately into everlasting blessedness 
you like the conclusion to your own premisses ? 


ee had 


How do 
What 
would be virtue in another, would be virtue in you! 
And if a man has a licence to kill himself, he has to kill 
bis child. You would kill your child as soon as you 
would kill yourself; and you would do neither, were 
you in possession of your reason. Timotheus is obliged 
to produce an insane man, destitute of reason, to sit for 
his picture. We think he is conducting in character. Ha- 
ving, himself, first outraged every rational principle, he 
was obliged to have recourse to the lunatic hospital for 
assistance. Common sense, when a man gets to such a 
pitch, is altogether useless. Extraordinary means-are 
resorted to, and we appeal to the reader, whether an 
extraordinary (and we think to Timotheus an unexpect- 
ed) result has uot been the consequence! We shall 
produce a case in point: the crucifixion of Christ has, 
by all religiou’s sects, been acknowledged to be an eveut 
pregnant with incaleulable good to mankind. Now if 
the end justifies the means, the Jews who crucified 
Christ, according to Timotheus, had more virtue than all 
the rest of mankind put together! 

According to Timotheus, the man who is so miserable 
as to find lite insupportable, is the “ peculiar favourite 
of heaven.” Now if this is true, in the sense he would 
have it, those who are miserable (according to his opin- 
ion) in hell eternally, are wondertully blessed! We 
shall shortly see his consistency in a more clear and 
shining light! He continues, “ For it seems to be the 
huws of providesce, co-operating with the laws of man, 
that soon after the commission of their crimes (Quere. 
be punished!!!) they should’ be removed from this 
world of sorrow and trouble, to enjoy never-ending fe- 
licity above the skies. There they may unceasingly 
rejoice with all their kindred spirits, and for ever unite 
in chanting forth praises, that they were entitled by their 
erimes, through the medium of the gallows, to find the 
shortest cut to heaven; while the morclizing and re- 
penating Christian is left to draw out along, and perhaps 
a miserable life in this unsatisfying and imperfect mode 
of existence.” Ht is a fine thing to be consisteut! And 
we think this must be a very “ unsatisfying and imper- 
fect mode of existence,” when even the “ repenting 
moralizing Christian,” andthe “ man of vice and crimes,” 
are alike ‘ miserable.’ We believe that the occasion of 
the Christian's misery, as mentioned by Timotheus, 
must proceed from “ moralizing,” as he has done in his 
commanication ; and we shall be very much mistaken, 
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those, who are any thing like being happy ? Timothen 
ought to reconcile the difficulty whieh is apparent on 
the very face of his logic. How does it happen, that 
your good and bad men are all miserable together ? 
Have you effects without causes ? or causes without ef- 
fects? Depend upen it, if you do not watch your 
“ moralizing, repenting, miserable, Christians,” they 
will all hang together! Tue Seriptures declare that 
Christ is the way! Where did you derive authority for 
suying that the gallows is the way! The Scriptures 
likewrse declare, that they who “ have believed do en- 
ter into rest.” Your “ moralizing Christians,’ must be 
unbelievers, or they would not *“ draw out their misera- 
ble lives.” Depend upon it, you have made a mistake— 
see to it, and no longer introduce characters, as exam- 
ples, who, according to your own descriptions, are in 


halter, driven by their miserable ignorance and morality 
: ‘4 - witty 
trom vice to virtue, and trom the gallows to your ima- 
ginary heaven ! 

(Conelu led neal we i.) 


——— 


For rue Gosrer Herarp. 

I gratefully express my satisfaction to the Edi- 
tor for the clemen¢y manifested in his reply to my 
first essay; and hope I shall not demerit a dis- 
continuance of it; for 1 know tliat selt-love is 
greatly gratified with a kind, respectful, and 
equitable treatment. Boreas, by his blustering 
violence, could not force the cloak from the tra- 
veller; but Sol, by his bright, mild, and melting 
influence, compelled him to take off his cloak. 

I am pleased to find, by the Editor’s second 
paragraph, that we agree in believing the Holy 
Spirit is the only true interpreter of the word of 
the Lord. N. B. The Editor has in this para- 
graph made me sensible of carelessness in expres- 
sing my sentiments; and the readers are desired 
to correct a mistake iu my second paragraph, by 
prefixing the word Calvinistic, beiore * election 
of a few, and damnation of millions,” and an &c. 
at the end of the period. 

The Editor says of my fourth paragraph, that 
“it refutes itself; and that the intelligent reader 
will see this without showing.” Do not pass by 
the best paragraph in my essay in this way. This 
is a method too easy in getting rid of an argument 
proving free agency too clearly to be refuted. lt 
proves that if men (while living in, and according 
to, the flesh) sin, (and the Serffeures prove this ) 
men nist be free agents; for none but free agents 
can sin. Intelligent readers will see that the kdi- 
tor, and not Reprehensor, is deficient : the latter 
does not confute free agency, as, the former as- 
serted ; and which is older than the Editor, for it 
existed in Adam. N. B. I did not use the word 
agent to signify a factor, who does business for 
another; but L used it in the sense which philoso- 
phers have used it, to signily a being acting on 





another being, which they termed the patient. | 
; mention this that | may not be misapprehended. 
| By the epithet free pretixed to agent, I mean 
| power to do or omit our duty to God, our neigh- 
| bour, or ourselves. ‘The Lord's servant is there- 
fore a free man, and free agent, 1 Cor. vii. 22. 
Convince me that men never, since the lapse of 
Adam and Eve, had the power of doing or omit- 
ting to do right and wrong, and I shall then be 
convinced that men have no freedom of will to 
choose, nor fiee agency to act, or to do good or 
harm, so as to deserve civil or spiritual recom- 
pense, or punishment. ‘Then I shall believe that 
no man, since the fall of our first parents, ever 
sinned; for a being, necessarily forced by fate, 
and without free agency, cannot be judged, can- 
not commit sin, nor do good, so as to deserve 
blame or praise, chastisement or reward. Then 
I shall believe the Scriptures of truth are untrue, 
where they record the sins of men and nations, 
committed from the days of Cain to those of Ju- 





if he, before he gets clear of it, if he does not absolutely 
think of “ hanging,” will feel a little different from | 


das the traitor. Nay, I must then believe there 


never Was a sin committed since the apostacy oj 
/Adam. But I see too much wickedness in the 
world ever to believe these things ; and therefore, 
iT call the Editor’s attention to my fourth para- 
graph, which dves not refute itself ; though F en- 
' deavoured to assist the Editor all I could, by call]. 
ing to his aid tke pre-existence of souls, which is 
| one of Ais doctrines, not mine. 
| ‘The Editor does not seem to be pleased that 
| Paul uses the present tense, where he says, “ As 

in Adam all die,” that is, all now die, &c. He 
/ quoted me incorrectly in his third paragraph, for 
| he left out my explanation, “ all died;” aud this, 
and noi Paul's words, was what | granted for the 
sake of argument. My courtesy was to the Edi- 
tor, and not to St. Paul, or sinner Paul, if the Edi- 
tor prefers the latter epithet. 

Create and creation. ‘To create is a word 
which is explained to mean “to cause to exist 
what did not exist.” The Editor mistook my 
ixth paragraph, which is intended to prove that 
i all things were uot created GOOO years ago, or less, 

according to common opinion. I gain my point 

and prove my postulate, by proving that creatio: 
has continued down to the present day; and what 
| L did not, has been kindly done for me by th 

| Editor; who says, that create is used for renew, 
| gather, regenerate, make, form, mould, build up 
jrestore, &e. Hence he evidently grants, that 
| creation is continually progressing; and that al 
| thiugs were created six thousand years ago or les: 

| Hence souls need not to pre-exist ; they may be 
jcreated or produced daily. Lam glad we ar 
herein agreed as to words, and hope he will by 
and by agree with me as to sentiment, and ac- 
| knowledge my proposition. 

Does the Editor believe we hare been, or now 
are, in Adam? For all were or are, somehow in 
him, when they died, or dic in him. And I wish 
to know how and when it was; or when it is that 
| we sin, or have sinned in him? If the Presbyte- 
| rians are correct, we rationally suppose that octil- 
lions of beings were in Adam, and sinned in him 
in his first trangression. How exceedingly mi- 
nute must such existencies have been to have oc- 
cupied the body or soul of Adam!!! And did 
they all then die in Adam? and were they damned 
and miserable fill the coming of Christ in the 
flesh ? Be kindly explicit on this topic, for I de- 
sire to understand the subject rightly. Perhaps 
I have erred in considering the Rellyans Calvinis- 
tic in their ideas of the manner of salvation, 
though they believe none are lost : some Univer- 
salists being Arminian in their sentiments of re- 
demption, but the Rellyan Universalists, I be- 
lieve are not. 

The Editor says, “If Aaron had produced lice 
without the dust, we should make no objection to 
his [Reprehensor’s] making use of the word cre- 
ation.” Hence I infer, that whatever was formed 
of dust aud ground, during the six days creation, 
(provided the Editor is correct) were net created. 
Adam was made of dust, and every beast of the 
field was formed of the ground: cansequently 
they were, (agreeably with the Editor's ideas) 
never created. Nor was Eve created from Adam's 
rib. Thus the Editor seems to deny creation, un- 
less something is made out of nothing. But this 
denial is untrue. Mose& declares that man was 
created: Adam being made of the dust, and Eve 
formed of Adam’s rib; which proves they were 
created of something, as well as the lice, which 
were created by the power of God to afflict Egypt. 
These were not my lice, as the Editor asserted. He 
might have thought that J, in my pre-existent state, 
produced them. If so, his mistake should be ex 
cused, his reflection to the contrary notwathstand 
ing. What I said of the pre-existence of all 


| 
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saks in the first created oaks; ai! grasses in the 
lirst made grasses ; all animalcules and elephants 
in the first of their order, from which they were 
produced, was intended to show the folly and ab- 
surdity of the doctrine of the pre-existence of all 
animals and vegetables in their primeval parents ; 
and at the same time to prove that the Calvinistic 
doctrine of Presbyterians and Rellyans, who be- 
lieve that all souls were made with, and pre-ex- 
isted in, Adam, sinning in him, and falling in him, 
in his first transgression, is a doctrine equally pre- 
posterous and ridiculous. 

They who suppose that all souls were created 
on the sixth day of creation, must believe, either 
thall all souls were created in Adam, or out of, 
i, e. separate from Adam. I have presumed, till 
otherwise informed, that Calvinists, whether Pres- 
byterians or Rellyans, believed tie first idea, that | 
ail were created in Adam. I have exhibited the 
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Adam was a free-agent, and died (in consequence 
of sinning) to all good.” We ask, If Adam was 
a free-agent before he sinned, what was he after 
he had sinned? If none but a free-agent can sin, 
how could Adam sin after “he had died to all 
good?” If this is not a contradiction, which 
amounts to a complete refutation of the modern 
doctrine of free-agency, we do not know what 
could amount to it. Take Reprehensor’s own 
reasoning and concessions—“ The maniac is not 
accountable,” Why? “Because his will and in- 
tellect are deranged,” &c. How much? Is it 
more deranged than Adam’s? “ Adam died to 
all good!” \s the maniac deranged to that de- 
gree, that he is more than dead to all rationality ? 
Prove this, and then you shall be heard; and un- 
til you do it, admit the truth of our declaration, 
that your “fourth paragraph refutes itself!” 
Answer us, Does free-agency consist in a man’s 


folly and absurdity of this creed. But if the Edi-| being dead to all good? If so, Adam was not 
tor chooses the second opinion, that all were cre-/ a free-agent, until he “ died to all good!” If free- 
ated out of, i. e. separate from, Adam, | answer, | agency consists in man’s being alive to all good, 
that all souls could not, (as not being in Adam) then Adam before his fall, and when he was alive 
sin, die, or be damned in him. Where then have | to all good, was a free-agent! But one or the other 
these sinful and damned souls been for 4000 of these positions must be dispensed with ; and 
vears, or until Jesus Christ came into the world, until Reprehensor, with the help of a leg of 
and drew them all unto (or into) him, regenerat- our tripod, can stand up, and speak for himself, 
ing, resuscitatiug, and making them sit with him | we shall dismiss this celebrated fourth paragraph. 
in heavenly places? It behooves the Editor toob-; Reprehensor, in his third paragraph, likewise 
viate these difficulties, or we shall believe his doc- remarks, “I did not use the word agent to signi- 
trines, relative to these things, to be fancifully fy factor, who does business for another ; but 
fulse. “ ‘used itin the sense which philosophers have used 
\it, to signify a being acting on another being, 
|which they termed the patient.” This, is, per- 
- haps, in the opinion of some, an excellent defini- 
REMARKS, tion. Pray, can one being act on another being, 
Our correspondent’s first and second paragraphs | and the being acted upon not be the factor for the 
not requiring any answer, we pass to his third. first? This we shall leave for Reprehensor’s lei- 
We inform him that the reason assigned for neg-! sure! 
lecting the fourth paragraph, in his first commu-| Reprehensor continues—“ By the epithet free, 
nication, was, as assigned ; and not to evade the prefixed to agent, I mean power to do, or omit our 
force of any argument which may be supposed to! duty to God, our neighbour, and ourselves.” 
be contained it. Reprehensor, however, being Supposing we were to say, that by white, we meant 
of a contrary opinion, and believing there is an all cloths of dark colours, such as blue and black ? 
argument in it, we shall try, and if possible find | would this accommodation on our part, justify the 
it. We remarked, at the time, that it “refuted | application of the term? We think not. Intro- 
itself.” If we were wrong in making this asser- | ducing words of equivocal meaning, or having a 
tion, we shall endeavour to make amends now, gratuitous meaning for words, which, like an ex- 
and confute it ourselves. fra garment you can slip on or off, whenever cir- 





Reprenensor. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 


The reader, by turning to No. 39, p. 157, will 
find in this fourth paragraph, an acknowledgment | 
that we can prove all men to be sinners by the 
fact of the pre-existence of the soul. ‘This doc- 
trine, Reprehensor has not only failed of confu- 
ting, but he even declines answering in form the 
testimonies we have adduced from the Scriptures 
in support of it. This one circumstance, inde- 
pendent of any other consideration, is more than | 
sufficient to justify our phraseology. For if our | 
position is true, and he cannot obviate it, the con- | 
tradiction of his fourth paragraph is apparent. | 
Reprehensor, however, shall stand or fall on his | 
own premisses and positions. He says, a “ ma- 
niac cannot be justly accountable for sin, because | 
his intellect is deranged to such a degree, that he | 
is irrational, and incapable of free-agency. He 
is mentally forced and diseased.” Speaking of | 
Adam, he says, “ he died to all good from above, ' 
to live in all evil below, &c. 


ted,” &c. vide Walk. Dict. 


cumstances make it necessary, may, for aught we 
know, be very useful and convenient for our Ar- 
minian friends; but we shall attempt, at least, to 
put a stop to it. We shall take the liberty to un- 
derstand the epithet free, prefix it to what you 
will, and tell whatever you please about what you 
mean by it, we shall make it mean just what it 
does mean, without any favour or accommodation 
to any person whatever. Namely, “Free, s. 
At liberty—uncompelled—unrestrained—permit- 
We think our Cor- 
respondents have trifled long enough. In a game 
at marbles or ball with children, this conduct 
might answer; but the subjects discussed in this 
paper are too momentous to be trifled with, b 
the introduction of a phraseology which will twist 
and turn, Proteus like, and be made to answer all 
purposes but a good one. Reprehensor, instead 
of even attempting to answer our interrogatories, 


Hence the ortgin of | or admitting, in any shape whatever, our quota- | oven assertion in evidence, 


, text quoted to confirm this. 


Lue 


(care not for it: but if thou mayest be free, use it 
jrather, For he that is calledan the Lord, being 
a servant, is the Lord’s free man: likewise also 
he that is called, being free, is Christ’s servant. 
Ye are bought with a price; be not ye the ser- 
vants of men.” Comment here is unnecessary ! 

In reply to the remainder of his third para- 
graph, we remark ,that we shall oppose the Scrip- 
tures to his opinions, and let the reader decide, 
which is deserving of the most credit. Rom. viii. 
20. “ For the creature (creation) was made sub- 
ject to vanity,” &c. see ver. 21. “ Because the 
creature itself also shall be delivered,” &c. Isa. 
xlii. 16. “And JI will bring the blind by a way 
they knew not; I will lead them in paths they 
have not known: I will make darkness light be- 
fore them, and crooked things straight—These 
things will I do unto them, and not forsake them.” 
Reprehensor, as usual, may call this Rellyanism. 
Confute it he cannot! Look at this again—* By the 
epithet free prefixed to agent, [ mean power todo,” 
Xe. The Scriptures declare, “ The ox knoweth 
his owner, and the ass his master’s crib, but my 
people do not know, they do not consider,” &c. 
“ By free I mean power,” &c. Who has the best 
claim to free-agency, the ‘ox and the ass,’ or the 
people who do not know? * By free l mean pow- 
er,” &c. A man has power to burn the city of 
New-York ; but can he do it freely? Is he ¢ per- 
mitted,’ is he at ‘liberty’ to do it? Is he ‘unre- 
strained 7? “ Convince me,” says Reprehensor, 
“that man, never since the lapse of Adam and 
Eve, had the power of doing or omitting to do 
right and wrong, and [ shall then be convinced 
that men have no freedom,” &c. Now we con- 
tend, that every beast of the field, and domestic 
animals, have the power of doing mischief. Ifdoing 
mischief makes a creature a free-agent, Reprehensor 
can accommodate his sentiments to a very exten- 
sive application. That man has not the power, 
of himself, to do any thing which is spiritually 
good, and which will atone for his sins, and ren- 
der him more acceptable to God, take the follow- 
ing; John iii. 27. xv. 5. “A man can receive no- 
thing, except it be given him from heaven. With- 
out me ye can do nothing.” E._pfi. ii. 8, 9. “For 
by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God. Not of 
works, lest any man should boast.” Man’s agen- 
cy, therefore, call it by what name you please, is 
not the Saviour. 

Reprehensor, in his fourth paragraph, says, 
\* The Editor does not seem to be pleased that 
| Paul uses the present tense, where he says, As 
jin Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all 
|be made alive.” The Editor is very willing 
to let Paul settle this matter. Rom. v. @ Death 
passed upon adl men, (in the past tense) for that 
all have (in the past tense) sinned.” Again, viii. 
20. “ For the creature (Krisis, creation) was (in 
the past tense) made subject to vanity,” &e. 

Reprehensor, by recurring to his first communi- 
cation, will read, “ As in Adam all die, &e. is a 
Granting this to be 
true.” What! the text quoted! We think no 
/courtesy was granted to the Editor. Paul would 

not ask it, with a qualification. 
| Reprehensor in his fifth paragraph, tenders his 
Our kindly proving 














sin is properly derived from a free-agent’s trans-' tions from the Scriptures to mean any thing, goes | for him, &c. is questionable. The reader will 
gression of the law of God. If, therefore, God on with evidence from his own head, as though he give him as much credit for this subterfuge as he 
had never created a free-agent, sin could never! had authority to settle questions, although the deserves / Let him. stick to his congessiun, that 
have come iuto existence ; for none but free-agents | Scriptures should imply and declare a contrary create, in the passages quoted, is used as a con- 


ever did, or ever can, criminally and penally com- 
mit sin,” There is but one remedy for Repre- 
hensor, and that is, to prop himself up with that 
“leg of our tripod,” which he calls “ pre-exist- 
ence of souls.” None but a free-agent can sin ; 


doctrine. He remarks—* The Lord’s servant is 
therefore (Qu. Wherefore?) a'free man, and free- 
agent, 1 Cor. vii. 22.” We shall take the liberty 
to quote this in full, with its connexion. Ver. 21, 
22, and 23. “ Art thou called, being a servant? 


_vertible term for renew, gathers rezenerate, &c. 
jand he is more than welcome to all the advantage 
jhe can obtain from it. 

| In answer to his sixth paragraph, we remark, 


, Adain and Christ being placed jarallel, and in op- 
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position, the one to the other, and the word all 
used in both cases, and all men being members of 
the body of Christ, and crucified with him, &c. 
is, if Reprehensor will take the Scriptures in evi- 
dence, a sufficient exposition. Reprehensor so 
frequently making use of the term Reilyans, it is 
nase he uses it to designate us, &c. We 
save been called a great many hard names; and 
this term, not conveying any obloquy, it may, by 
some, be supposed we ought not to object to an- 
swering to it, &c. We, however, intorm him, 
that it is something new ; and he might as well 
call us by any of the many names which are used 
to designate the political parties in the state, as 
by this. We know no sect nor party. Christ 


alone is our only Head! When we teach a differ-| 


ent doctrine from that which he taught, call us by 
as many hard names as you please. We shall 
shortly, if we have opportunity, prove, that our 
faith, and the faith of John Calvin and his disci- 
ples, are as different, and as distant too, as heaven 


is different and distant from hell! We believe all Cheapest way for him is to acknowledge it! 


were lost; and that Christ came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. It is unnecessary to 
add, that we believe He was able and willing to 


effect his purpose. 

Of ecienme’s seventh and eighth para- 
graphs, we remark, we have never contended that 
all, or any part of the souls of the human race 
were created in Adam out of nothing. Repre- 
hensor, instead of answering our interrogatories, 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


he inferred as an opinion of mine, that God could 
not be omnipotent unless man was a voluntary 
agent. I said that Omnipotence itself could not 
‘change the nature of a voluntary agent, without 
violating his freedom. And as God always re- 
gards man’s freedom and rationality, (a word not 
understood by the Editor,) therefore he cannot 
communicate to him the blessings of eternal and 
everlasting life, unless man consent to receive 
| them, and that by acts of preparation on his part, 
| or putting himself in a state to receive them. 
| ‘The reader will see how easily this way of dis- 
|" puting may be prolonged, until it becomes trouble- 
some. I therefore here repeat my former obser- 
vation, that I shall not hereafter notice these mis- 
representations, but trust to the good sense and 
candour of the reader, to judge between - _ 


‘tor and myself. 


ANSWER. 


| We think J. C. is for once mistaken ; and the 
The 
| reader, by looking at our remarks in Nos. 49 and 
| 50, will, we believe, think so too. 

——<—=>>_—_ 


THE DAY OF JUDGMENT. 


“ Say among the heathen, the Lorp reigneth : the 
world also shall be established that it shall not be mov- 
ed. He shall judge the people righteously. Let the 
heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; the sea 
roar, and the fulaess thereof. Let the field be joyful, 





or noticing the passages we quoted in support Of} god ail that is therein ; then shall ald the trees rejuice 


our faith, has spun out, with repetitions of his 
former asseverations, along communication. The 
reader will give him credit for his address in eva- 
sion! Let him come forward, and answer us with 
candour! We answered to him, aud examined the 
passages he quoted. Is asking questions the way 
to answer questions? It is a very easy thing for 


a “ free-agent” to write on two or three sheets of | 4, 
paper, and, according to his definition of on “ And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I 


term, it ought to be easy for him to answer to all 


interrogatories, and explain all passages to suit | sve the world. 


his purpose, which are introduced by another ! 
(To be concluded in our nest.) 


—>__——_ 


For tHe Gosret Henacp. 


, before the Lory: (What for? why all this rejoicing ¢ 
| Is it because those who are called upon to rejoice are 
| going to be consigned to endless torments ? to everlast- 
| mg burnings? Are endless torments before the Lord ? 
| Is his presence misery? No! “ Let the heavens rejoice, 

and let the earth be glad,”) for He cometh, for He com- 

eth to judge the earth ; Le shall judee the world with 

righteousness, and the people with truth.” Psa. xevi— 
Ve say, Amen. Even so, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 
allelujah |!!! 


judge him not: for I came not to judge the world, but 
He that rejecteth me, and receiveth 
| not my words, bath one that judgeth him ; the word that 
| T have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. 
For I have not spoken of myself, but the Father which 
| sent me, he gave me a commandment what I should say, 
and what | should speak. And | know that his com- 
| mandment is life everlasting.” John sii. 
| Christ came to save the world, (kosmon, the creation 


merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in goodness,” &- 
| Is it possible for any man to know God as his Fathe; 
who loves him, and who is gracious and merciful to 
wards him, without putting his trust in God? We thiak 
not. On the other hand, is it possible for any man to 
put his trust in God, whose ignorance is so great, as ty 
suppose God is his enemy ; and instead of loving, hate: 
him ; that he is not gracious, nor merciful ; and instead 
ot being his Father, and abundant in goodness, is his 
foc, and sparing of his mercy, but abundant in his ven 
geance ? We think not. 

A man would be quite as consistent, who should 
throw himself into a house which was wrapped in 
flames, in a hot summer's day, to cool himself, as that 
man, who should trust in a being whom he had every 
reason to believe would make him endlessly miserable ‘ 
No man, therefore, who is ignorant of God cau trust in 
him ; and no man who knows God, can help trusting in 
him. He may lose his knowledge, and then he will be 
deprived of his confidence, us a consequence; but 
while his knowledge remains he will trust in God, with 
all the confidence a child would repose in the most af- 
fectionate parent. 


—<— 


WHAT DO YOU THINK ? 

* Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding abun 
dantly above all that we can ast or think, &c. unto Him 
be glory, &c. Eph. iii, 20. Reader, how much can you 
ask, and think 2 Can you ask for the happiness of aii 
men in beaven? Can you think that it is possible fur 
God to save a/i men from their sins, (not in them,) and 
make them happy? God “is able to do exceeding 
| abundantly above all this.” What do youthink ? Will 
He do it ? 

When the apostle says, that “ God ts able to do,” &e 





does be mean that “ God cannot” except man will cou- 
| descend to let him? What do you think? We think, 
| that God’s goodness is equal to his power, and His 

wisdom is equal to his goodness, and that He will de al! 
; that He has promised! What do you think ? 


—— 


WISDOM IS BETTER THAN RUBIES. 


At least, so says the wise man, and we think he told 
the truth. We recently received a letter trom a friend, 
in a distant town, requesting the Gospel Herald for- 
warded to hiin, &c. tle coucludes, by saying, that he 
“hopes we shall not disappoint a sincere imquirer after 
truth; an old Revolutionary Soldier, who has had great 
anxiety of mind, through the various discussions of Cal- 
Vinism and Hopkinusianism,” &c. Now we believe our 
venerable correspondent, would, if appealed to, ac- 
| knowledge, that the sufferings in Calvin’s and Hopkin’ 
| cainp, Were no less grievous, and much less satisfactory 
| than the hardships endured in the camp of the “im 

mortal Wasmineron |” 
| 





Ee 


which is in the bondage of corruption; all men, not a | 
I find myself again compelled, | hope for the) part.) Did he effect his purpose? Paul says, “ We | 


fast time, to notice the Editor’s unfairness. 

He says he has looked into his dictionary, with- 
out increasing his wisdom. 
his own confession he chose, originally, to consult 
his own fancy, rather than my meaning: this is 
what I complain of. A fair opponent would not 
have done this. If he can justify himself to his 
veaders by this excuse, they will indulge him, | 
think, beyond his deserts. 


The Editor says he is willing to correct misre-| 


presentations when they are potuted out. And he 
says this too in the face of the following. On 
looking into his dictionary, he found these defini- 
tions of the word “ bield,’—* to concede, to ad- 
mit, to allow, We. Vide Wal. Diet.” My dice- 
tionary goes a little further. If his did not, he 
chose a bad authority. “ Yield,” —w allow, te 
concede, to grant, to resign, lo give up, to sur- 
render.”” Vide Johuson. 

1 must confess, | have always uaderstood, the 


reader, especially it he was going to answer a/ tous, of which they are more ignorant than the ox and | 


writer, was bound to consult the writer's mean- 
ing, and not his own fancy, iv his coustruction of 
his meaning. 

As another instance of the Editor's misrepre-| 
sentation, | am bound to notice the following, ' 
which I hope he will correct. 

He has quoted a sentence to show, from what) 


I believe him. By’ 


| see not yet all things put under him, but we see Jesus,” 
' visible manner before our eyes, and all men reconciled. 
But we see Jesus, Kc. 
! used. 


The means to effeet the end are | yumber of our friends, that during the present exigen- 


We have faith to believe in the final “ restitu-| cies of the times, the payment of a year’s subscription 


[ NOTICE, 
&c. We do not nuw behold the work completed in a} 


Since publishing our Proposals for the Second Volume 
of the Gospel Herald, it has been suggested to us by a 


, tion of all things, which God hath spoken by the moath | jn advance, would to some be an inconvenience ; and 


| of all his holy prophets, since the world began. 


Ihe last eaemy shall be destroyed—death.” 


| - ——— 
' 


in thee.’ Davin. 


That knowledge must precede faith, is a posfiion 
| whieb must be acceded to by every man who is in the 
quiet possession of common sense. The contrary posi- 
tion, that a man is required to believe a thing, or prin- | 
| ciple, of which he is ignorant, is too absurd and shock- 
ing to every rational conception, to merit a serious refu- 
| tation. ‘There are those, however, who in their opinion, | 
ut least, have great pretensions to rationality and wis- | 
| dom, who not only pretend themselves to believe, but 
actually require others to give a blind assent to posi- 


the ass, of those things which come within their capa- 
city, and are comprehended by them. The reader's | 


. ap . | observation will reader any particular evidence here! 
The L.duor thinks otherwise. | unnecessary. 


The declaration of the prophet is true, and deserves 
consideration in preference to the dogmas of all secta- 
rians put together. The Scriptures declare that “God 


| is Love,”"—ihat He is “ Our Father ;” and God proclaims 


himself to be “the Loav, the Lorp God, gracious and 


| them to any inconvenience by the 


“ They that know thy Name will put their trust 


For he | that in some cases, half-yearly and quarterly paymeuts 
must reign, till he hath put all enemies under Lis feet.| would be an accommodation, &c. 


The Editor, if his 


| circumstances would justify it, would be gratified to 


supply, even gratis, those whose cireumstances subject 
yment of their 
subscription. And, although the conditions of the Pro- 
PosaLs generally must be complied with, by those whose 
circumstances authorize it, to enable the Editor to pro- 
secute the work with any convenience to himself, still, 
every indulgence will be atforded which the peculiai 
circumstances of our friends may require. 


-— — 


To Correspondents. 


Our friends in Connecticut are informed, that we shall 
not delay noticing the Rev. Mr. Haigut’s Srrmoy, al- 
ter the publication of our First Number, Second Vo! 
re, &c. 

Edward Sharman, C., Savin, and Impartialist, are 
received. “ 

N. B. Correspondents will find the Letter-Box at the 
left side of the door on entering the Printing-Office. 
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